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On Tuesday, December 8, 1987, the Personnel Appeals Board, Commissioners 
P l a t t ,  A l l a rd  and Cushman s i t t i n g ,  heard t he  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  appeal o f  Melv in 
Whitcomb, an employee o f  the New Hampshire Department o f  Transportat ion. The 
appellant was represented by SEA F i e l d  Representative Ann Spear. Edward J. 
McCann, C lass i f i ca t ion  and Compensation Administrator, represented the 
D i v i s i on  o f  Personnel. Both the appel lant and the D iv i s ion  o f  Personnel 
submitted w r i t t e n  arguments p r i o r  t o  the hear ing f o r  the Board's review. The 

/- 
I appellant a lso presented a b r i e f  video program t o  exh ib i t  some o f  h i s  graphic 
, , a r t s  projects.  

The appellant had requested on March 19, 1987 t ha t  the D i v i s i o n  o f  
Personnel r ec l ass i f y  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  the Graphic Arts/Mapping Section from 
Cartographer 111, salary grade 21 t o  Creative A r t i s t ,  salary grade 24. The 
pos i t i on  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  questionnaire submitted as pa r t  o f  t h a t  review was 
a lso provided i n  the appeal mater ia ls  as SEA Exh ib i t  V. 

The ma jo r i t y  o f  the in format ion provided by the appel lant on h i s  p o s i t i o n  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  questionnaire i n  support o f  h i s  request f o r  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  
the t i t l e  Creative A r t i s t  had t o  do w i th  graphic a r t s  p ro jec ts  f o r  other 
departments i n  State government such as D i v i s i o n  o f  State Pol ice,  Department 
o f  Health and Welfare, Department o f  Safety, Department o f  Personnel, C i v i l  
Defense (Emergency Management Planning) , and the Governor s O f f i ce  . The 
Board, whi le impressed w i th  the appel lant 's  l e v e l  o f  s k i l l  and c r e a t i v i t y ,  d i d  
not  f i n d  t h a t  h i s  job funct ion i n  the Graphic Arts/Cartography Section 
required rec l ass i f i ca t i on  t o  the t i t l e  Creat ive A r t i s t .  

The Board, i n  review o f  a pos i t ion,  must look a t  the requirements o f  t h a t  
pos i t i on  i n  re la t ionsh ip  t o  agency func t ion  and organization, not the  
a b i l i t i e s  o r  t a l en t s  o f  the person occupying the pos i t i on  under appeal. The 
State i s  indeed for tunate t o  have access t o  the unique t a l en t s  and a b i l i t i e s  
o f  employees such as the appel lant. Those a b i l i t i e s ,  however, and the 
employee's wi l l ingness t o  provide access t o  those s k i l l s ,  cannot form the 

. basis f o r  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  decision. The Board instead must look a t  a 
'i pos i t i on  i n  terms of the agency's goals and object ives,  and determine the ' pos i t i on  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  required i n  order t o  meet those object ives. 
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Af te r  review o f  the testimony and mater ia ls  presented, the Board voted 

unanimously t o  deny the appeal. 

FOR THE PERSONNEL APPEALS BOARD 
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MARY A N ~ ~ ~ E E L E  
Executive Secretary 
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cc: Ann Spear, F i e l d  Representative 

State Employees1 Association o f  New Hampshire 

Raymond Lemieux, Personnel O f f i c e r  
Department of Transportat ion 

V i rg i n i a  Vogel, D i rec tor  o f  Personnel 
State o f  New Hampshire 


