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APPEAL OF RICHARD RAYDER 

On Tuesday, Apri l  12 ,  1988, t h e  Personnel Appeals Board, Commissioners 
P l a t t  and Cushman s i t t i n g ,  met t o  hear  t h e  appeal of Richard Rayder, 
a former employee of t h e  Department of Health and Human Services.  SEA 
General Counsel Michael Reynolds had f i l e d  a no t i ce  of  appeal on M r .  
Rayder's behalf by le t te r  addressed t o  t h e  Board and dated November 24, 
1987. The appel lant  had been dismissed f o r  a l leged unexcused absence 
from work. 

I n  an order  of n o t i c e  dated January 27, 1988, t h e  Appeals Board 
no t i f i ed  t h e  p a r t i e s  t h a t  a hearing had been scheduled i n  t h i s  appeal 
on February 23, 1988 a t  3:00 p.m. On February 10,  1988, t h e  S t a t e  Employees' 
Association s e n t  t h e  Board n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  it had withdrawn its represen- 
t a t i o n  of t h e  appel lant .  

On February 19, 1988, t h e  Appeals Board's s e c r e t a r y  attempted t o  
contact  t h e  p a r t i e s  by telephone t o  inform them t h a t  t h e  termination 
hearing would be postponed. M r .  Rayder could not  be reached by telephone 
a t  t h e  nurnber l i s t e d  i n  h i s  personnel f i l e  a s  h i s  most r ecen t  ho~ne phone, 
nor was t h e r e  anyone a t  t h a t  nuirber t o  t a k e  a message. The Division 
of Hurnan Services was n o t i f i e d  through its represen ta t ive  Attorney Monica 
Cio l f i ,  who f i l e d  an appearance with t h e  Board on February 16,  1988. 
M r .  Rayder d id  not appear on February 23, 1988, nor d i d  he contac t  t h e  
Board. 

On March 21, 1988, n o t i c e  was s e n t  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  t h a t  a hearing 
had been scheduled i n  t h i s  matter  on Apr i l  12,  1988, a t  9:00 a.m. The 
appe l l an t ' s  no t i ce  was mailed t o  t h e  home address l i s t e d  i n  h i s  personnel 
records. Attempts t o  reach the  appel lant  by telephone a t  h i s  l a s t  known 
home address were unsuccessful.  Additj.onallyl t h e  appe l l an t  could no t  
be reached a t  h i s  l a s t  known place  of employment, t h e  Jackson Ski  Touring 
Center, although t h e  Board's sec re ta ry  was informed when she  c a l l e d  t h e  
Touring Center t h a t  M r .  Rayder was still ernployed the re .  

A Motion t o  D i s m i s s  was f i l e d  by t h e  Department of Health and Human 
Services on March 29, 1988 by Attorney C i o l f i .  The Board defer red  d iscuss ion 
on t h e  Motion u n t i l  9:30 a.m. on Apri l  12,  1988. A t  9:30 a.m., t h e  Board's 

- executive sec re ta ry  checked t h e  hallways, t h e  o the r  hearing room, and 

i asked f o r  any phone rnessages which may have been taken f o r  t h e  Board 
-, . i n  t h e  Division of Personnel.  The Board received no contac t  from t h e  
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appellant. None of the notices sent to the appellant by the Board were 
returned. 

Given the appellant's failure to contact the Board at any time subsequent 
to his consel's withdrawal to provide a means by which to contact him 
or to respond to requests that he contact the Board and his failure to 
appear for the April 12, 1988 hearingf as well as his failure to provide 
the opposing party with a list of exhibits and witnesses prior to the 
hearing as required by the Board's rulesf the Board voted unanimously 
to dismiss the appeal. 
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